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Ever feel swept up in a sea of novelty?
When did the new become more important than the true?

Andrew Gilchrist found a remedy to today’s nausea of novelty in the most familiar elements of narrative and 
music. He has composed a new arrangement from the ideas of Marshall McLuhan, Northrop Frye, Bernard 

Lonergan, and Jordan Peterson, weaving together a promising relationship between what we believe and how 
we live. Th is book starts a conversation at the crossroads of art, literature, religion, and psychology. 

And it begins with the oldest of stories.

A boy fell in love with a girl and sung her a song.
Each chapter in this book charts a series of helpful symbols and sounds, drawing attention to the melodies, 
rhythms and tempos that make up our most common experiences. Th e scientifi c revolution gave birth to a 
new understanding of the relationship between observer and observed, lover and beloved. Th at birth has 

changed the song. However, we have not welcomed this new daughter into the family with a proper name or 
fully recognized her part in our spiritual development. 

With her wisdom, we too might fi nd hope and delight in the back and forth journey between tradition and 
innovation. Could her compelling voice and playful character help us prepare for the greatest roles of our lives?

"Concerned about a future for your daughter? Here is a wake-up call for us all. Andrew Gilchrist 
identifi es the neglect and abuse of the ‘daughter’ in Western traditions. Read and embrace an 

inclusive vision for family, culture and religion.”

—John Duggan, D.Min., Ph.d

"An impressive read!"

—Geri Savits-Fine
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Andrew Gilchrist has been a landscaper, window washer, assembly-line fac-
tory worker, customer service associate, data entry worker, teacher, math and 
science department head, private tutor, musician, print project consultant, 
social media manager, video producer, non-profi t kids festival chair, market-
ing campaign coordinator, course technical director, and curriculum writer.

He earned degrees in education and philosophy at Nipissing University and 
Queen’s University. He lives in Central Ontario with his wife Shannon and 
their dog, Millie.

MEDIA KIT
What you need to know

to sound like you’ve read the book



When it comes to captivating an audience’s attention, preparation always 
helps. You’re busy. I know the feeling. If you can read the book, then that’s 
great. But I don’t expect you to read the whole thing. I created this media 
kit with a breakdown of the book from a number of different perspectives 
to make it as easy as possible for you to be an expert. 

Here’s what you will find:

I’m here to serve you and help you build your relationship with your audience. If I 
do my job well, your audience will hang off your words. They will feel valued 
because they know you have their interests at heart. If we do that together, then 
those looking for the ideas in my book will follow up. That’s good for me. But 
more importantly, that’s going to be even better for you.

If you need anything else, please email me. I look forward to talking with 
you.

Andrew Gilchrist
info@andrewgilchrist.ca

P.S. When the interview goes up, please send all the relevant links. I’ll send 
traffic your way. For additional material, graphics, and other useful tools, check 
out my media page: https://www.thedivinedaughter.org/media.
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Let’s show your audience why 
they should pay attention to you!

• Page 2

• Page 4

• Page 6  

• Page 8  

• Page 10

SUMMARY: One Minute, Five Minutes, Ten Minutes

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Talking Points, Side Notes

OUTLINE: Table of Contents, Book Excerpt

SAMPLE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

NEXT STEPS: Extras for you and your audience
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The Divine Daughter in One Minute

The Divine Daughter in Five Minutes

"Concerned about a future for your daughter? Here is a wake-up call for us all. 
Andrew Gilchrist identifies the neglect and abuse of the ‘daughter’ in Western 

traditions. Read and embrace an inclusive vision for family, culture and religion."
John Duggan, D.Min., Ph.d

"An impressive read!"
Geri Savits-Fine

“The introduction gave me goosebumps."
David Dyuti Sheil

There are familiar archetypes in our stories that go back to mythology, such as Mother 
Nature and Gaia, Father Time and Tradition, and the Heroic Adventurer that is usually a son 
in the family. In the last 100 years or so, many people have been asking, “what’s the role of 
the daughter in this family?” Is she just another version of the hero, but with feminine 
characteristics Is she the oppressed or another oppressor? What wisdom does she have to 
teach us? 

What if her role is so different it could be as life-changing as the internet and technology?  
What if she might give us the chance to bring together such opposing forces as religion and 
science, and change our relationship with the world around us?

Internet. social media. 24-hour news coverage. All the world in the palms of our hands. 
Wave after wave of information! We have gone from a global village to a global family in just 
a few generations. But gossip and fake news and corruption threaten to break this fragile 
family home. Families can be made to fall apart. When did the new become more important 
than the true?

The most familiar elements of story and music can help us mend the family and build new 
bridges. Four Canadian teachers act like a choir of the most unexpected midwives, bringing 
sense to an overstimulated world. Marshall McLuhan, Northrop Frye, Bernard Lonergan, 
and Jordan Peterson have crafted some very Canadian gifts that help us understand what 
we believe and how we live. This book starts a conversation at the crossroads of literature, 
art, religion and psychology. And that conversation begins with the oldest of stories.

A boy fell in love with a girl and wrote her a song. 

Each chapter in this book provides a series of helpful symbols and keys, working together to 
unlock the melodies and harmonies of our lives. The scientific revolution gave birth to a new 
understanding of the relationship between observer and observed. However, we have not 
welcomed this new daughter into the family or fully recognized the part she plays. She might 
have the power to change our minds. The opportunity has come to perform on a new stage 
of our nature where we sing songs to wisdom, falling in love with both inquiry and mystery.
Spend a few minutes with the Table of Contents. Where will your curiosity take you?



Why the Girl on the Swing?
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The Divine Daughter in Ten Minutes

In the Introduction, I invite two characters from 
the beginning of culture to join the reader. One 
is Agamemnon Atreides and the other is 
Jephthah. These two men sacrificed their 
daughters to their personal ambitions. They 
stand as two reminders of just what is at stake 
and what people are willing to do with children.

Moving ahead in time, I talk about other 
ambitious characters like priests and doctors, 
and how we give them authority and attention. 
Then in a short number of pages, I connect 
Isaac Newton to Kurt Cobain, J.R.R. Tolkien to 
Carl Jung, and George Lucas to Gene 
Roddenberry. 

The art teacher Camille Paglia steps in with 
philosopher Susanne Langer to bring some 
perceptive, female sensibilities into the mix. 

Even though all these writers and their stories 
set up the journey for the reader, young 
daughters keep appearing in the book, behind 
the scenes and between the words, as though 
pointing to something else important.

There is Jyoti Singh from India, a student celebrating the end of exams that suffered an 
unnecessary and tragic fate on the streets of New Delhi (read her story on p. 67). 

There is Malala Yousafzai, a girl that asked for education while the Taliban ruined almost all 
chances in Pakistan for girls to get an education (read her story on p. 119). 

There is Ayaan Hirsi Ali, a bright student who had to abandon her father’s wishes in order 
to become her own woman (read her story on p. 161). 

And there is a little girl in the slums of Bangladesh who became a teacher and changed the 
mind of her grandfather (read her story on p. 206). 

The noted pages above offer you a glimpse into the depths of the book, but also present 
you with an invitation to explore your own relationship with the important and symbolic 
daughters in your own life. It might just change how you see your relationship with the 
world, or at least help us begin a new conversation.

Northrop Frye had this idea that
the image we have of Lady
Wisdom is too grown-up.

Lady Wisdom is not just a lawyer
providing us with counsel.

Instead, we can make a 
connection between wisdom and 
a little girl with a skipping rope or 
playing on a swing.

The spirit of play, being a good
sport in a game, even entering 
into make believe - these are the 
lessons we need to learn from 
children today.

That’s why the cover has a little 
girl playing on a swing. It’s a 
reminder of the wisdom of 
children at play underneath a 
maple tree.
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Andrew has been a landscaper, window 
washer, assembly-line factory worker, 
customer service associate, data entry 
worker, teacher, math and science 
department head, private tutor, musician, 
print project consultant, social media 
manager, video producer, non-profit kids 
festival chair, marketing campaign 
coordinator, course technical director, and 
curriculum writer.

He earned degrees in philosophy and 
education at Nipissing University and 
Queen's University. He lives in Central 
Ontario with his wife Shannon and their dog, 
Millie Grumpaloo.

While rewriting this book, Andrew learned 
about the Andrewsarchus. The 
Andrewsarchus was a sturdy wolf-like cow 
with a long muzzle that lived about 50 million 
years ago. A history of adaptation and 
development came before its appearance, 
brief flourish, and withdraw off stage. A cast 
of the skull of an Andrewsarchus is on 
display at the American Museum of Natural 
History.

Andrew would consider himself very lucky to 
earn such a legacy. 

I'm a fan of Tolkien, 
Lucas, Roddenberry and 
Rowling. But I’m not really
much of a dress-up, 
costume guy. 

Maybe I need to go back 
to my childhood and watch 
Mr. Dressup again.

WHO IS READING THIS BOOK?
WHY ARE THEY READING THIS BOOK?
“My favourite review so far comes from a student in university. She was 
feeling a little overwhelmed by the pressures of academic life. But she said 
she felt smarter after having read it. I can’t think of a better response. That’s 
what I want people to experience in reading The Divine Daughter.”

~ Andrew Gilchrist

THE
DIVINE

DAUGHTER
A NAMING CEREMONY

A N D R EW  G I L CH R I ST

A
nd
re
w
 G
il
ch
ri
st

Ever feel swept up in a sea of novelty?
When did the new become more important than the true?

Andrew Gilchrist found a remedy to today’s nausea of novelty in the most familiar elements of narrative and 
music. He has composed a new arrangement from the ideas of Marshall McLuhan, Northrop Frye, Bernard 

Lonergan, and Jordan Peterson, weaving together a promising relationship between what we believe and how 
we live. Th is book starts a conversation at the crossroads of art, literature, religion, and psychology. 

And it begins with the oldest of stories.

A boy fell in love with a girl and sung her a song.
Each chapter in this book charts a series of helpful symbols and sounds, drawing attention to the melodies, 
rhythms and tempos that make up our most common experiences. Th e scientifi c revolution gave birth to a 
new understanding of the relationship between observer and observed, lover and beloved. Th at birth has 

changed the song. However, we have not welcomed this new daughter into the family with a proper name or 
fully recognized her part in our spiritual development. 

With her wisdom, we too might fi nd hope and delight in the back and forth journey between tradition and 
innovation. Could her compelling voice and playful character help us prepare for the greatest roles of our lives?

"Concerned about a future for your daughter? Here is a wake-up call for us all. Andrew Gilchrist 
identifi es the neglect and abuse of the ‘daughter’ in Western traditions. Read and embrace an 

inclusive vision for family, culture and religion.”

—John Duggan, D.Min., Ph.d

"An impressive read!"

—Geri Savits-Fine

5390537815259
 

ISBN 9781525539053

90000 >

T
H
E 
D
IV
IN
E 
D
AU
G
H
T
ER

Andrew Gilchrist has been a landscaper, window washer, assembly-line fac-
tory worker, customer service associate, data entry worker, teacher, math and 
science department head, private tutor, musician, print project consultant, 
social media manager, video producer, non-profi t kids festival chair, market-
ing campaign coordinator, course technical director, and curriculum writer.

He earned degrees in education and philosophy at Nipissing University and 
Queen’s University. He lives in Central Ontario with his wife Shannon and 
their dog, Millie.



More About the Author

5

Andrew’s father was a minister and a 
tinkerer. Andrew’s mother was a teacher 
and a reader. He really had no chance. 
There simply was no getting away from 
words and ideas. His parents wanted him to 
pursue a religious career, or at the very 
least a meaningful vocation. But new 
information and distractions kept getting in 
the way. Andrew had to come to terms with 
the problem of superstition and the power 
of story. 

He found a resolution in the work of Joseph 
Campbell. Campbell’s The Hero with a 
Thousand Faces gave him hope that 
beliefs could be meaningful and poetic 
without superstition or magic. That new 
direction led to another problem when 
Andrew read Jordan B. Peterson’s Maps of 
Meaning. With each page, Andrew stared 
wide-eyed into a vast, new responsibility. 
Religious and mythological perspectives 
could hold explanatory power, even in the 
modern world. But our very survival and the 
sustainability of our ways of life may 
depend on a new consciousness that 
bridges our past with our present.

The next step was to sort out his ideas. He 
started by cleaning his room. And then he 
sat down and wrote words.

WHO IS GOING TO HATE THESE IDEAS?

WHO IS GOING TO LOVE THESE IDEAS? (until they understand the consequences…)

Literalist and fundamentalist religious people. 
Some authoritarian academics who can’t think their ways out of their silos.
Hardcore materialist atheists with little appreciation for fiction, art, or magic.

Artists and writers interested in symbols and metaphors.
Open-minded parents with a think global / act local consciousness.
People who like to play with ideas and explore different associations.

I've been told I'm a pretty 
good conversationalist. 
I've also been told I have a 
face for radio.

Maybe it depends on the 
subject matter. 
Maybe it depends on the 
lighting.



The Outline
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Table of Contents

Introduction - Songs, Spirits, and the Symbolic

Verse 1 - Family Stock and Character Sketches

Verse 2 - Settings and Structures

Verse 3 - Story Arcs and Social Circles

Verse 4 - Speaking in Tongues - Sales and Services, Sacrifices and Solutions

Coda - Standing on New Shores

This chapter is about characters and motivations. The words mother, father, son 
  and daughter are used as symbols to talk about the family of motivations within
  each individual.

This chapter is about the settings and stages in our social environments. The
  pyramid, panopticon, theatre, and marketplace are used as symbolic
  representations of the settings where our lives take place.

This chapter is about plot progressions and how rising actions and decisions
  lead to consequences and resolutions of problems. The symbols used to map
  these actions in this chapter are the arrow line, the clockwise circle, the 
  counter-clockwise circle, and the repeating wave.

This chapter is about four different types of communication and the motivations
  behind using them. The four categories of language use are instrumental, 
  descriptive, prescriptive, and imaginative.

The conclusion examines personal commitments and hopeful beginnings.
  Instead of sacrificing our daughters, are we mature enough to earn their love?
  When it is time, will we give them our blessings as they find their way out in the
  world and then back home?

The book begins with two ancient stories of sacrificed daughters, compares other 
  stories from the beginnings of the scientific revolution, and then starts a new
  journey exploring what is needed to face the problems we have today.



Book Excerpt
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Ariadne was the daughter of a Minoan king. She fell in love with the Greek hero Theseus. 
She gave him the tools and insights needed to triumph over the Minotaur and the labyrinth. 
But according to some versions of the story, Theseus left her on the shores waiting. He 
returned to his home without her. She was left behind to perish along with the Minoan 
culture. 

We can look to different stories, though. Perseus, another Greek hero, rescued a foreign 
princess and became her husband. Such a marriage is sure to have its own family tensions 
and its own problems. Yet despite the different motivations bred into one family against 
another, we can also find another kind of nobility in a young couple taking up the significant 
challenge of marriage. Compared to a violent war based on oppression or power, a 
marriage based on mutual love is a more promising symbolic model for relationships. 

A little girl in a slum in Bangladesh named Aduri may have found a response to the 
challenges we face in the West and in the East. It likely wasn’t her intention. If anything, 
she was probably doing little more than following her own personal interest and acting on a 
chance to help make her corner of the world a little better. A Canadian family wanted to do 
something about the lack of education children received in the slums. That family looked to 
the mothers in the slums for a solution. Aduri watched as her mother received an 
education. Aduri’s mother then educated her. And despite her young age, Aduri took up the 
role of educator and began teaching children younger than her. She took an idea from the 
West that was delivered to her mother. Then she adopted it as part of her identity. She took 
a compelling idea and made it her own. Aduri models the character and behaviour that can 
help us pass the present-day global tests of entropy. 

The divine daughter is a symbolic representation illustrating our relationship with wisdom 
and novelty. She has positive and negative aspects to her nature. We can associate her 
today with “the observed other,” like an insight that reveals something beyond ourselves. In 
religious, psychological, and narrative terms, sacrificing a daughter can be thought of as a 
careless sacrifice of wisdom. 

This means the moral test for us will be whether individuals are willing to sacrifice “the 
other” as associated with the observed daughter or sacrifice the personal ego. Do we seek 
promising relationships with the wisdom of our daughters? There is a way to come together 
and talk about these ideas in archetypal language and everyday language, if we pay 
attention to the stories around us.

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENT IDEA IN THIS BOOK THAT OTHER PEOPLE LIKE 
JOSEPH CAMPBELL AND JORDAN PETERSON JUST AREN’T TALKING ABOUT, 
JUST AREN’T SEEING?

Alas, where is the guide, that fond virgin, Ariadne, to supply the simple 
clue that will give us courage to face the Minotaur, and the means then to 
find our way to freedom when the monster has been met and slain?

~ Joseph Campbell



SAMPLE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 
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1. IN 60 SECONDS, WHAT IS THE DIVINE DAUGHTER REALLY ALL ABOUT?

2. YOU SET UP THE TABLE OF CONTENTS LIKE A POP SONG - INTRO, VERSES, 
CODA. WHY DID YOU DO THAT?

3. THE TITLE, THE DIVINE DAUGHTER, MIGHT SUGGEST SOMETHING ABOUT 
GENDER AND ARCHETYPES. BUT YOU GO A DIFFERENT ROUTE. ISN'T THAT 
DANGEROUS TODAY, TO USE GENDERED LANGUAGE?

  
4. THE NUMBER 4 IS REPEATED THROUGH THE BOOK AS A KIND OF THEME. 
WHAT IS SO SIGNIFICANT ABOUT THE NUMBER 4? 

NOTE: If you have other questions in mind, please share! You know your audience 
better than anyone, and they might have valuable questions that would really spark
the conversation. Email: info@andrewgilchrist.ca

mailto:info@andrewgilchrist.ca
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5. YOUR BOOK IS NON-FICTION, AND YET YOU TALK A LOT ABOUT THE ROLE 
OF FICTION IN OUR LIVES. THE WRITING GOES BACK AND FORTH, FROM 
EXAMPLES OF FICTION TO NON-FICTION, FICTIONAL CHARACTERS AND 
HISTORICAL FIGURES. WHY DID YOU DO THAT? ARE YOU WORRIED YOUR 
READERS MIGHT GET LOST OR FRUSTRATED, OR GET THE WRONG 
MESSAGE?

 
6. SOUNDS LIKE YOU HAVE FOUND A NEW WAY OF ORGANIZING DEEP IDEAS 
FROM RELIGION, PSYCHOLOGY, LITERATURE AND HISTORY. WHAT DOES THIS 
REALLY PROVIDE FOR THE READER? WHAT'S THE TAKEAWAY?

7. YOU MENTION IN THE BOOK A CANADIAN SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION AS 
A NEW TEACHING PATH. WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY THAT, AND WHAT IS SO 
CANADIAN ABOUT IT?  
 

8. WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS? THE NEXT BOOK? THE NEXT PROJECT?

NOTE: If you have other questions in mind, please share! You know your audience 
better than anyone, and they might have valuable questions that would really spark
the conversation. Email: info@andrewgilchrist.ca

mailto:info@andrewgilchrist.ca
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EXTRAS FOR YOU AND YOUR AUDIENCE

Looking forward to talking with you!

With select interviews, I can offer promotional giveaways for your 
audience, such as 5 free ebook copies. I will provide promotional 
codes and special links to contest winners. Just let me know what 
arrangements you might need.

FREE COPIES

A community is starting to grow around these ideas, exploring 
what it means to honour each member of the archetypal family, 
including the daughter. You or someone in your audience might be 
the bridge that brings even more like-minded people together. 
Let’s talk! Come and see what’s happening in the social media 
groups.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION!

https://www.thedivinedaughter.org

https://www.facebook.com/AndrewGilchristDivineDaughterBook/

Some in your audience may want to learn more about The Divine 
Daughter. They could even help with building the next stages of 
the project, like participating in the upcoming video presentations 
based on the book. More details from the book and from other 
sources are available at the book’s website and blog.

DIVING FURTHER INTO THE IDEAS
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new understanding of the relationship between observer and observed, lover and beloved. Th at birth has 

changed the song. However, we have not welcomed this new daughter into the family with a proper name or 
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With her wisdom, we too might fi nd hope and delight in the back and forth journey between tradition and 
innovation. Could her compelling voice and playful character help us prepare for the greatest roles of our lives?
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With her wisdom, we too might fi nd hope and delight in the back and forth journey between tradition and 
innovation. Could her compelling voice and playful character help us prepare for the greatest roles of our lives?

"Concerned about a future for your daughter? Here is a wake-up call for us all. Andrew Gilchrist 
identifi es the neglect and abuse of the ‘daughter’ in Western traditions. Read and embrace an 

inclusive vision for family, culture and religion.”

—John Duggan, D.Min., Ph.d

"An impressive read!"

—Geri Savits-Fine

5390537815259
 

ISBN 9781525539053

90000 >

T
H

E D
IV

IN
E D

AU
G

H
T

ER

Andrew Gilchrist has been a landscaper, window washer, assembly-line fac-
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